TENTH ANNUAL FALL SYMPOSIUM AT UIUC:
HOOVER INSTITUTION ECONOMIST DR RUSS ROBERTS DELIVERED THE ACADEMY’S
FALL SYMPOSIUM ON THE TOPIC: “IS FREE TRADE A MISTAKE?”

Professor Russ Roberts, of Stanford’s Hoover Institution,
addressed students and the community at a public lecture as
part of the Academy’s Tenth Annual Fall Symposium. His
talk shed light on the many, often confusing, aspects of
international trade that we frequently hear debated in the
media. Coming just two weeks before the Presidential
election where international trade has been a hot-button
issue Robert’s insights on the costs and benefits of trade
were eagerly anticipated and enjoyed by the audience.
Professor Roberts’ lecture was the tenth in a series of annual
fall events for students and the Champaign-Urbana
community that the Academy has supported since 2006.
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ACADEMY’S SECOND ANNUAL HATHORNE LECTURE AT UIUC FEATURED
PROFESSOR BEN POWELL ON THE ECONOMICS OF SWEATSHOPS

Over 600 UIUC students attended the Academy’s Second Annual Hathorne Lecture in the Illini Union

Professor Ben Powell, Director of the Free Market Institute at Texas Tech University, delivered the second annual Hathorne
Lecture. Powell says he “became interested in economics through the writings of Milton Friedman, F.A. Hayek, and Ludwig
Von Mises.” He is a popular economics lecturer on TV and at universities around the world. At UIUC Powell talked about
the opportunities free-markets create for workers in poorer countries, and how what people in wealthy countries often refer to
as “sweatshops” are seen a crucial economic opportunities for people trying to build a better life in poorer countries. The Bob
and Barbara Hathorne Endowed Lecture Series was created by a generous six-figure endowment. The Hathorne’s endowment
brings leading intellectuals to Champaign to speak to students about important topics in free markets and limited government
each spring. After his successful lecture in Champaign, Powell also spoke to students at the University of Illinois-Springfield.

Professor Powell speaks with students after his popular lecture at UIUC.

“These countries…have poor working standards
because governments oppress economic freedom.
The policy reform [needed] is to grant greater
economic freedom….In the UK and the US it took
200 years to go from this style of low-wage,
dangerous manufacturing to a post-sweatshop
model of development. The good news for countries
today is that ….when [they] get their institutions
right, the process of development can happen much
faster.”-Professor Benjamin Powell, Texas Tech.

LOCAL ARTIST CREATES PIECE TO HONOR ACADEMY SUPPORTERS
Renowned local artist Larry Kanfer created a new work of art to
honor the Academy and its supporters. Kanfer, an enthusiastic
supporter of the Academy, has operated his photography gallery
in Champaign since graduating from UIUC in 1979. Kanfer is an
internationally recognized artist and is widely acknowledged as
the pre-eminent photographer of Midwestern Prairiescapes. In
presenting his work to Academy supporters Kanfer said, “it is so
important for our current students and future leaders to understand
why this is the best country on Earth…I tried to highlight the

great accomplishments we can achieve when we are able to
freely pursue our passions—from building magnificent
cities to feeding the people of the world.”
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SIXTH ANNUAL WEEKEND EXPLORING LIBERTY:
LEADING SCHOLARS ON LIBERTY FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY PROVIDE
STUDENTS A UNIQUE WAY TO DEEPEN THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND INTEREST

Students at the Sixth Annual Weekend Exploring Liberty in October 2016

Weekends Exploring Liberty are among the most popular student programs our donors help support throughout the year.
Students have the chance to learn about the importance of liberty as they interact with professors from a variety of disciplines
throughout the weekend. This year’s event, with students participating from four different universities, was held at the
University of Illinois campus in Springfield. Speakers and topics for the weekend included:
Dr. Stephen Hicks, Rockford University on “Do Free Markets Make You a Better Person?”
Dr. Peter Boltuc, University of Illinois on “Freedom and Experiments in Living”
Dr. Matthew Brown, Academy on Capitalism on “Economic Freedom in the World”
Dr. James Harrigan, Utah State University on “Minority Rights and the Expansion of Liberty?”
Dr. William Kline, University of Illinois on “Value, Wealth and Liberty”
Dr. Gianna Englert, Brown University on “Two Types of Liberty”
Dr. Kenneth Owen, University of Illinois on “Liberty and Powers in the US Constitution”

ALUM OF OUR UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE
PROGRAMS BECOMES NEW ADMINISTRATIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE ACADEMY.
Hannah Rucker was actively involved in Liberty Studies programming in Illinois at the
undergraduate and graduate levels. At the University of Illinois she developed a special
interest in studying free-market philosophies and gained significant professional
development interning at the Academy on Capitalism. For the past two years, Hannah
has put her education to work to develop resources for a variety of nonprofit
organizations in Illinois and Missouri. She is a long-time resident of central Illinois and
together with her young daughter, Annabel, enjoys outdoor activities and equestrian
sports. “I am passionate about learning about and helping to spread ideas about
economic freedom and liberty. These opportunities are available nowhere else, and in
this new role I’m definitely looking forward to helping the Academy make them
available to even more students than ever.” –Hannah Rucker.

AN INVESTMENT IN KNOWLEDGE ALWAYS PAYS THE BEST INTEREST.
-BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
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HISTORIAN OF THE AMERICAN FOUNDING, ILLINOIS PROFESSOR KEN
OWEN, ON THE RUNAWAY-HIT BROADWAY MUSICAL HAMILTON
“On a street just off Times Square, you can nightly see
one of the more unlikely crowds in New York. There’s a
Dr. Owen specializes in the history of the American
sense of anticipation on the street; inside, in a theater
Revolution and the early American Republic,
that holds little more than a thousand paying customers,
focusing particularly on the study of political
you can find an atmosphere rivalled only by the nation’s
organization and mobilization, and the ways in
largest sporting events.... [Hamilton] has achieved a
which ordinary American citizens used this
remarkable feat. Americans aren’t just discussing the
activism to influence the activities of government.
American Revolution because their state educational
Dr. Owen was educated at Oxford University, and
standards demand it. They’re talking about the late
his teaching interests include the political history of
eighteenth century because it’s cool….[by] having
the US, most aspects of colonial and revolutionary
Hamilton, his friends and his enemies rap, dance, and
America, Native American, and sports history.
verbally spar their way to forming a new government,
[Hamilton] presents the revolutionary elite as a vibrant,
energetic, rambunctious crowd, a far cry from the fusty
and distant figures often presented in high-school textbooks ….It is in establishing an emotional
connection with figures of the past that Hamilton is most successful ….At the same time, however, history
is more than just an imaginative playground for creative types. It derives its power from its authenticity.
The events portrayed on stage … have dramatic tension because they were real events in which the future
of the United States hung in the balance…. All too often, Hamilton uses history more as a comfort blanket
than as a serious means to enhance popular understandings of the American Revolution….It is a shame that
such great entertainment and such great art fails to more fully examine the complexities of the past.”
[excerpted from his forthcoming article in The Independent Review “Can Great Art Also Be Great History?”]

HELP STUDENTS LEARN MORE ABOUT LIBERTY:
Please note our new address
Your contributions support these and other programs of the Academy on Capitalism
and Limited Government Foundation, a non-profit corporation which supports educational programs at the
University of Illinois related to liberty, free markets, and limited government.
Membership Levels:
Founders’ Circle: $25,000/year
F. A. Hayek Society: $10,000/year
Thomas Jefferson Society: $5,000/year
Adam Smith Society: $1,000/year
Friend of Liberty: $250/year
Tax deductible contributions can be sent to:
Academy on Capitalism and Limited Government
907 W Marketview Dr Suite 10-331
Champaign, IL 61822-1250
217-337-1800

OR

ACLG Fund at University of Illinois Foundation
1305 West Green Street
Urbana, IL 61801-2962
217-333-0810

EMAIL: INFO@ACADEMYONCAPITALISM.ORG

