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Students explore free-market ideas to promote environmental conservation: Summer Conference.

MARKETS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
SUMMER PROGRAM HELPS STUDENTS
EXPLORE FREE-MARKET APPROACHES TO
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
UIUC students joined students from around the
country this summer to explore how capitalism
and free markets can help address one of the
most important concerns to young people:
environmental protection. Government control
and regulation is the tool most often taught
for environmental preservation. But increasing
evidence has shown that markets and property
rights can often provide important options to
preserve and protect natural resources when
incentives are harnessed to promote and reward
conservation.
Academy Senior Fellow Matthew Brown and students at the free
market environmentalism summer conference.
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MORE FREEDOM;
MORE PROGRESS
ANNUAL WEEKEND EXPLORING LIBERTY
PROVIDES STUDENTS AN OPPORTUNITY
RARELY FOUND IN COLLEGE CLASSROOMS.
Students from all three University of Illinois
campuses participated in the annual Weekend
Exploring Liberty supported by donors to the
Academy on Capitalism. This annual program is
a favorite of students because it provides them
an opportunity to interact with great thinkers
and professors outside of their normal classroom
setting. Students are given a chance over several

A question students are rarely asked in college anymore.

days to get to know each other better, meet and
learn from inspiring dedicated teachers, and
be introduced to and explore ideas they might
otherwise never encounter in a modern college
setting.
Every week seems to bring a new story to
national attention about the lack of ideological
diversity and intellectual openness on college
campuses. The Weekend Exploring Liberty
series gives students a chance to move outside
of the limited scope of many existing courses
and explore, debate, and learn in an open and
encouraging environment where more sides and
view points are introduced.

Healthier, safer, and longer lives go hand-in-hand with
more economic freedom.

More success in the struggle to limit arbitrary government power was a key turning point in modern economic growth.
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PUZZLING OVER
PLANNING:
HOW DO YOU MAKE DECISIONS
FOR OTHER PEOPLE’S LIVES?

IS SCHOOL COOL?
12TH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM ASKS STUDENTS
TO THINK ABOUT WHAT THEY ARE LEARNING
VERSUS WHAT THEY NEED TO BE LEARNING
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

F. A. Hayek’s great challenge to
economists and governments was to
force them to ask if it was possible
to make good decisions about
economic planning or production
without understanding the countless
differences in tastes, preferences,
skills, and dreams of millions of
different people in an economy.
In a simple classroom exercise
students get a chance to experience

Professor Caplan and UIUC student discuss education policy

this problem firsthand as they

Economist Bryan Caplan was the featured

struggle to put together a child’s

speaker at the Academy-sponsored 12th Annual

puzzle wearing a blindfold with

Symposium hosted by the Gies College of Business

only verbal instructions from a

at UIUC. Combined with the one-sidedness of

“central planner.” They memorably

many college courses, America may also face

learn how difficult it is, even in a

an excess of spending on education. This is

simple environment, to coordinate

counterintuitive to a lot of people, but when you

knowledge and action to achieve

stop and think about how much society spends on

desired outcomes.

education (and the increasing burden of excessive
student loans) and the questionable content and
return to much of what is taught it is hard to argue
with the conclusion that the system is broken.
Caplan argues, “Lots of kids loathe school. They’re
bored out of their minds, and humiliated by
teachers’ endless negative feedback. Such kids
disproportionately come from poor and workingclass families. But since the middle- and upperclasses control the curriculum, they’ve stubbornly
moved to a “college-for-all” approach to school
– and turned vocational education into an
afterthought. The result: Most poor and workingclass kids endure thousands of sad hours, then

Students explore the challenges of economic planning

leave school unprepared for either jobs or college.”
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EXPLORING NEW IDEAS

Students learn in many different ways and providing

THE ACADEMY’S DONOR-SUPPORTED
PROGRAMS HELP INTRODUCE STUDENTS
TO IDEAS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF THE
TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM.

Academy’s success. In addition to students at the

Programs supported by financial contributions to the

the world with our support for online education. As

Academy reach thousands of students each semester.

technology advances education needs to change and

them many different opportunities to explore and
discover new ideas has been a cornerstone of the
University of Illinois, the Academy’s programs also
benefit students throughout the country and around

These programs take many forms from support for

keep pace in order to engage students, retain their

visiting professors, new classes, scholarships, travel

attention, and encourage their growth. The programs

and study abroad, lectures, reading groups and more.

we support continue to strive to do that with your help!

HELP STUDENTS
LEARN MORE
ABOUT LIBERTY.

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS:

Your contributions support
these and other programs of
the Academy on Capitalism
and Limited Government
Foundation, a non-profit
corporation which supports
educational programs at the
University of Illinois related
to liberty, free markets, and
limited government.

Friend of Liberty: $250/year

Founders’ Circle: $25,000/year
F. A. Hayek Society: $10,000/year
Thomas Jefferson Society: $5,000/year
Adam Smith Society: $1,000/year

TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS CAN BE SENT TO:
Academy on Capitalism and Limited Government
907 W Marketview Drive, Suite 10-331
Champaign, IL 61822
217-337-1800
OR
ACLG Fund at University of Illinois Foundation
1305 West Green Street
Urbana, IL 61801-2962
217-333-0810
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